The Somerville Community Path

www.pathfriends.org/scp/
617.776.7769
Why the Path should be extended with the Green Line Extension
· The Path will bring T-riders to the new Green Line stations in a cost-effective, safe, pleasant, healthy, and environmentally sustainable manner.  

· This extension of the Minuteman Trail (the most popular trail in the US!) to Lechmere has regional significance and regional support, linking 37+ miles of pedestrian/bike paths through Waltham, Watertown, Bedford, Lexington, Arlington, Cambridge, Somerville, Boston, and Medford to the Red and Green Lines in Cambridge and Somerville and to Boston and the Charles River paths
· Path construction costs will amount to just 2% of Green Line Extension costs

· If the Path does not get funded and extended with the Green Line, the Path extension may sadly be delayed indefinitely or never built.

Where the Path is at now
· The next section from Cedar St. to Lowell St. should get designed in the next year and hopefully constructed in 2011.

· MassDOT is funding the design of the Path extension from Lowell St. to Inner Belt – but not all the way to Lechmere - as part of the Green Line Extension project.
The Bad News (about construction and funding): 

· There is about a $20 million shortfall in funding to build the Community Path

· MassDOT has not yet committed to funding and building the Path together with the Green Line Extension (the only way the Path infrastructure can be built). 

· MassDOT has not yet agreed to include the costs for the Path infrastructure in the Green Line Extension funding application through the federal New Starts Program.

WHAT TO DO to get the Community Path built with the Green Line:  

· Speak today about why you want MassDOT to include the construction and funding of the Community Path with the Green Line Extension.

· Write to Secretary Ian Bowles by July 23 urging him “to require that the Community Path extension is designed, constructed, and funded together with the Green Line Extension (EEA #13886) to Lechmere”
Secretary Ian Bowles

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, MEPA Office

Attn: Holly Johnson, MEPA Analyst, re: EEA #13886
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114      Fax: 617-626-1181
c/o Holly.S.Johnson@state.ma.us
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Future Greenway/Path system with and without the Community Path
[image: image2.jpg]Existing Paths
Planned Paths

Community Path



[image: image3.jpg]Existing Paths

Proposed Paths

extension





